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(54\ Measurement of polarization dependent loss in an optical transmission system 


(57) A method and system enables measurement of 
polarization dependent loss (PDL) in an optical commu- 
nications system including a plurality of cascaded opti- 
cal components. An optical signal having a predeter- 
mined initial polarization state is launched into the opti- 


cal communications system. A polarization state of the 
signal is detected at a selected detection point down- 
stream of the launch point. The PDE is evaluated using 
the predetermined initial polarization state and the de- 
tected polarization state. 
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